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Denso Corporation Leads – Honda, Ford, Bosch and Delphi gain in ranking
According to The Patent Board’s Automotive & Transportation Patent Scorecard™ published in The Wall Street Journal, Top 10 focus on patent impact at the expense of patents granted. 
(Chicago – May 13, 2008) – The Top 10 in Automotive & Transportation are comprised of five Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM), four Tier-One Suppliers, and Fallbrook Technologies – a new venture with breakthrough transmission technology.  Across the Automotive & Transportation Industry patents granted fell 4% despite growth in applications filed by all but three companies that comprise the Top 10.  There was a decrease in patents issued and a strong improvement in Industry Impact™. 
Denso Corporation (Kariya, Aichi, Japan) continues to lead the Automotive & Transportation Industry.  Denso manufactures automotive components, aftermarket automotive components and consumer & industrial products.  Denso has the largest number of patents issued in the industry totaling 835 for the period and maintains an Industry Impact™ 12% above the industry average which improved by 14%.
Honda Giken Kogyo KK (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.) (Tokyo, Japan), Ford Motor Company (Dearborn, Michigan, USA), Robert Bosch GmbH (Stuttgart, Germany) and Delphi Corporation (Troy, Michigan, USA) all improved their industry ranking through double digit improvements in Industry Impact™.  Honda’s patents granted count decreased by 1% while improving their Industry Impact™ by 18%. Ford’s patents granted count decreased by 6% while improving their Industry Impact™ by 16%.  Bosch’s patents granted decreased by 8% while improving their Industry Impact™ by 23%.  And, Delphi’s patents granted count increase by 3% while improving their Industry Impact™ by 15%.    

The Top 3 – Denso, Honda, General Motors Corporation (Detroit, Michigan, USA) – all improved their Research Intensity™, 30%, 11%, 12% respectively.  Ford and Bosch, maintained Research Intensity™ more than two-times the industry average and improved those ratings by 10% and 5%, respectively.  Honda Giken Kogyo KK (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.) is an Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) with brands that include the Accord, CR-V, Civic, Element, and Ridgeline, as well as, gasoline-electric hybrid versions of the Civic and Accord.  General Motors is an OEM with brands that include Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, GMC, Pontiac, Saab, and Saturn.  GM also produces cars through its Holden, Opel, and Vauxhall unit’s.  Among Ford Motor Company’s (Dearborn, Michigan, USA) biggest successes is the redesign of the Ford Mustang and F-Series pickup.  Robert Bosch GmbH (Stuttgart, Germany) a Tier-One component supplier includes antilock braking and fuel-injection systems, auto electronics, starters, and alternators. Bosch has also agreed to set up a joint venture with Japan's DENSO Corporation for the manufacture of diesel particulate filters in Eastern Europe. 
Delphi Corporation (Troy, Michigan, USA) is another Tier-One supplier of vehicle electrical systems, Powertrain Systems (engine management, fuel, and emissions systems), Electronics and Safety (sensors, security systems, seat belts, airbags, navigation and entertainment systems), and Thermal Systems (climate control, radiators, heat exchangers). About 37% of Delphi's business comes from former parent GM.  Nissan Motor Co Ltd. (Tokyo, Japan) an OEM auto manufacturer is enjoying one of the car industry's most dramatic turnarounds in recent memory. Nissan's models include Maxima and Sentra cars, Altima and Infiniti upscale sedans, Frontier pickups, the 350Z sports car, and Xterra and Pathfinder SUVs.  Magna International Inc. (Aurora, Ontario, Canada) is a Tier-One parts supplier of interiors, seats, instruments, door panels, closures, and sound insulation, metal auto body systems, transaxles, transmission systems, engine parts, exterior trim, lighting, sealing systems, automotive mirrors and engineered glass products. Magna also maintains Industry Impact™ at twice the industry average and improved Research Intensity by 68%.  
Fallbrook Technologies Inc. (San Diego, California, USA) shows an extremely high Industry Impact™ at 14.3 with a small patent portfolio.  Fallbrook manufactures NuVinci continuously variable planetary (CVP) key for hybrid vehicles.  While Fallbrook delivered an innovative breakthrough, it plans to commercialize its technology through partnerships with OEM and distributors who integrate the NuVinci technology, an innovative new CVP into products or vehicles.  Fallbrook maintains an industry leading Industry Impact™ of 14.3, or 14 times the industry average.  While the Industry Impact™ rating includes strong internal citations, the pattern is one found in companies with a new breakthrough idea that has not yet matured.  Innovation Cycle Time™ increased by 3% across the industry – with the exception of Fallbrook which fell by 2% - suggesting that the industry continues to build on the same core science as last period.
The Patent Scorecard reviews all patent activity in the Automotive & Transportation industry sector and is published in The Wall Street Journal® by The Patent Board, the leading independent provider of indicators, tools and metrics for patent analysis and intellectual property investing. The Patent Scorecard uses The Patent Board’s industry-standard data and proprietary analytical tools to assess patent value, and ranks companies worldwide in 17-industry sectors. 
About the Industry

The industry includes companies that are involved in the manufacture and/or sale of land and sea vehicle and their parts.  This includes tires, brakes, steering systems, engines, transmission systems and after-market products, as well as, sensors, safety systems, electronics and climate control.

The Patent Board Scorecard Ranks Denso Corporation as #1 Innovator in Automotive & Transportation Industry 
Top 10 Innovators in Automotive & Transportation Patent Scorecard™ | Quarterly snapshot – 13 week averages
	Rank
	Company
	Patent Granted*
	Science Strength™
	Innovation Cycle Time™
	Industry Impact™
	Technology Strength™
	Research Intensity™

	1
	Denso Corp
	835
	47
	7.1
	1.116
	808.46
	0.69

	2
	Honda Giken Kogyo
	733
	255.8
	8.3
	0.897
	570.94
	1.22

	3
	General Motors Corp
	560
	230.5
	7.7
	1.127
	548.28
	1.36

	4
	Toyota Motor Corp
	461
	132.3
	7.5
	1.173
	468.13
	1.21

	5
	Ford Motor Co
	348
	390.8
	7.3
	1.357
	410.1
	2.02

	6
	Robert Bosch GmbH
	578
	1149.3
	9.7
	0.725
	363.39
	2.26

	7
	Delphi Corporation
	360
	167
	7.8
	1.127
	351.09
	1.45

	8
	Nissan Motor Co Ltd
	344
	138
	7.7
	1.173
	349.4
	1

	9
	Magna Intl Inc
	160
	34.8
	11.1
	2.013
	279.82
	0.89

	10
	Fallbrook Technologies Inc
	18
	0
	15.9
	14.332
	229.35
	0


*(Automotive & Transportation patents only for the multi-industry companies)
About The Patent Board Indicators

Patents Granted – equals the number of U.S. patents granted in a given year, excluding design and other special-case inventions.
Science Strength™ - ranking measure to indicate how much a company uses science in building its patent portfolio with a combined measure of science and quantity.

Innovation Cycle Time™ - indicates whether a patent or patent portfolio is building off newer or older inventions (art).
Industry Impact™ - indicates the extent to which others are building upon a portfolio of issued US utility patents as compared to the total set of utility patents.
Technology Strength™ - ranking measure to indicate an overall strength of the company’s patent portfolio holdings with a combined measure of quality and quantity.

Research Intensity™ – indicates the extent to which a portfolio includes patents with above average Science Linkage as compared to the control group.
About The Patent Scorecard

The Patent Board quarterly snap-shot is a measure of yearly patent activity averaged over the prior 13-week period.   The Automotive & Transportation Patent Scorecard is primarily ranked by Technology Strength™ which is a measure to indicate an overall strength of the company’s patent portfolio holdings with a combined measure of quality and quantity.  Each company’s portfolio is measured on its technical strength, quantity, science and research strength, and the speed at which patents become assets.

Patent Scorecards are published for 17-different industry sectors, and are available at www.patentboard.com.  In addition, highlights from each industry-specific Patent Scorecard appear weekly in the Money & Investing section of the Wall Street Journal and within the Markets Data Center and online at www.PatentBoard.com/scorecards providing readers with deeper insight into patent portfolios as measurable financial assets and drivers of the market value. 

About The Patent Board

The Patent Board is the world’s leading business-based patent advisor to Fortune 500 companies, technology-based start-ups, law firms, investment banks, and governments.  With four decades of experience, The Patent Board utilizes proprietary data, tools, and analytics to leverage patent-based IP as an asset class.  The Patent Board aligns IP portfolios with business strategy to maximize value. 

Founded in 1968 as a research institution, today The Patent Board’s legacy in bibliometric and patent analysis equips commercial clients with a deep understanding of the science behind patents, as well as, the business impact of their position.  The Patent Board™ tracks and analyzes innovation, movement, and the business impact of patent assets across 17-industries on a global basis.  The Patent Board has offices in Chicago and Philadelphia.

Media Contact: Christine Wren, Marketing & Publishing, cwren@patentboard.com or +1.312.205.7037
The Patent Board Chicago  |  20 North Wacker Drive, Suite 3720, Chicago, IL 60602  |  312.205.7000
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